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ELMER STEPS UP TO THE PLATTER
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Spigot or Expanding Jaws?
Elmer likes to use a recess
in the bottom with dovetail
jaws because it eliminates
the step of trimming off the
spigot later.

The base of Elmer's platter
has a convex surface. This
extra touch mirrors the
inside shape and adds
elegance to the foot.

Elmer Jacobs started his demonstration
with the story of how he has become a
professional hobbyist. He was referred
to Dennis Korth's class at Manitou HS,
and then sought further training from
Dale Nish, Mike Mahoney, and Trent
Bosch. Elmer owns a barn full of
beetle-kill pine. He has persistently
learned the strengths and weaknesses of
this wood, specializing in carefully
balanced natural edge bowls that show
the wood's color to best advantage. In
this demo, he also showed us how to
make a platter from green pine.

Elmer's first decigion is to select the top
of the blank, watching for interesting
grain or color, and avoiding bad spots.
He uses a faceplate screwed to the top
of the blank, and brings the tailstock up
for safety.

Elmer shapes the base of the platter,
removes the tailstock, and cuts the
recess with a bedan tool. He forms the
recess so that his 4-jaw chuck has
contact all the way around--leaving just
a big enough gap to insert calipers for
measuring the thickness of the base
later. You can use a shallower recess if
you have a big chuck, and big shoulders
on the piece.

Tools: Elmer used gouges to shape the piece, with shear scraping to clean
up the curves. He also showed us a deep-fluted bowl gouge with the left
side ground lower. The french curve tool rest allows closer proximity to
the curved surfaces. He cautioned us to use more speed and lighter

pressure with scrapers.

Elmer starts the inside cuts with a center hole so that he can cut into a
void. He also showed a pulling cut, with the news that pulling cuts will
not take the bumps out. Although the wood was very wet, movement was
minimal, and the turning was smooth and graceful without sanding.















